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Attendance Will Be Taken Weekly 
We will be keeping track of who 
attends the youth group each week. 
As you may have already read in the 
column to the right, those students 
who are on a path toward being 
confirmed in 2023 must attend at 
least 80 percent of the youth group 
meetings. We’ll be keeping track and 
I, Paul, will reach out to you and your 
parents should you reach the point of 
missing 20 percent of the meetings.  

Bibles Will Be Used This Year 
We will be using Bibles this year 
during our youth group sessions. If 
you have your own, please bring it 
with you. You’ll be able to mark 
certain passages of Scripture and have 
that for future reference. If you don’t 
have a Bible, we have some in the 
youth group room that you can use. 
 

When We Will Be Meeting 
I’ve given you a schedule for the year 
and we’ll stick to that unless some 
unexpected event arises. 
 

 

Paul Staso 
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It’s Time To Turn Up The Heat! 
 

 
 

       I know what you’re thinking. It’s summer! Why are we 
talking about turning up the heat?? I’m not talking about 
turning off the air conditioning and sitting in a sauna. This is 
about our faith… our relationship with God… and our eternity! 
 

       In 2 Timothy 1:6 the Apostle Paul encourages Timothy in 
his faith and service to God by writing, “For this reason, I 
remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have 
through the imposition of my hands.” The gifts that God gives us are not given 
in full bloom but must be developed over time through use. Through the 30 
opportunities that you’ll have to attend youth group this year, you’ll be 
presented with a lot to help you increase your faith – and we’ll also have some 
fun along the way! We are fortunate to have Matthew Marrone, St. Charles’ 
Assistant of Evangelization, assisting with this year’s youth group. 
 

       In Luke 12:49, Jesus says: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I 
wish it were already blazing!” Jesus came to earth with a white-hot love, and 
we are to be his torchbearers and set the world ablaze with the light of his 
truth and the fire of his mercy. He wants to do to us in life what happens 
symbolically at our baptism and is renewed every year at the Easter Vigil, when 
Jesus – symbolized as the flame of the Paschal Candle – comes to light us on 
fire with true Christian combustion and make us living torchbearers, who 
receive the flame of faith from him and then pass on that passion to others. It 
is the prayer of my heart that our parish become ablaze for God… and I am 
praying that you – the high school youth – will fan into flame the gift of God in 
you so that you are an example to those in our church, young and old, as well 
as your friends and family. 
 

       In 2013, Pope Benedict XVI said: “There’s a passion of ours that must grow 
from faith, which must be transformed into the fire of charity… The Christian 
must not be lukewarm. The Book of Revelation tells us that this is the greatest 
danger for a Christian: not that he may say ‘no,’ but that he may say a very 
lukewarm ‘yes.’ This being lukewarm is what discredits Christianity. Faith must 
become in us a flame of love, flame that really fires up my being, becomes 
the great passion of my being, and so it fires also my neighbor.” 
 

       This is a confirmation year and I am so excited for those of you who are on 
that path. I will soon be providing information to your parents about 
confirmation. It will be important for all of those seeking to be confirmed next 
spring to attend at least 80 percent of the youth group meetings. Should 
circumstances arise when attendance is simply not possible, it will be 
important for you and your parents to communicate with me so that I am 
aware of the circumstances and can arrange to provide you with the 
information that was missed at youth group via some other means. 
 

Let’s set our hearts ablaze for God this year! 


